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in his own determination, because of another person's lack of
faith or his repudiation? A man of faith is doubly confirmed in
it by the lack of it in others. Just as a well-protected person gives
up his apathy and becomes more alert when left unprotected, simi-
larly, the man of faith on seeing his companions flee, holds more
firmly to his conviction, fights alone like a lion and remains as
steadfast as a rock.
Students have, no doubt, made sacrifices. However, it is
necessary to grasp the inner meaning of sacrifice. One who makes
a sacrifice does not seek sympathy from others. His condition is
not pitiable; it is rather praiseworthy. That sacrifice which is made
unwillingly or sorrowfully is not worth the name. Martyrdom is
accompanied by cheerfulness, joy and vigour. A martyr is not
irritated by renunciation but rather wishes for greater strength
to renounce, since therein lies happiness* He is convinced that
what appears to be a source of suffering today will finally become
a source of happiness. Whoever practises non-co-operation is not
a loser but a gainer. One who rids himself of dirt is purified.
Giving up something that is despicable is like lightening
one's burden. One who plies the spinning-wheel for half an
hour makes a sacrifice or, in other words, he rids himself of idle-
ness and selfishness, both of which deserve to be discarded. One
who has withdrawn from a Government school has made a sacri-
fice as he has given up something which should be given up. At
the time of sacrifice, he will not be crest-fallen but, on the con-
trary, his face will glow with happiness. Mirabai danced with joy
when she renounced the pleasures of the palace. These had made
her weep. To other eyes, this was a great sacrifice. For her the
renunciation was bliss. Sudhanva1 chanted the name of Narayana
while dancing in a cauldron of boiling oil. Hence Pritam sang,
"Those -standing on the bank are shivering, while those who
have plunged in it are enjoying bliss". For this very reason Nish-
kulananda said, "Renunciation cannot last without detachment."
So long as we are attached to something, we cannot abandon
it willingly. The poor who are dying of starvation cannot be
said to be undergoing an austere fast. They have been compelled
to remain hungry. Their desire for food is undiminished. They
can be said to be eating all the twenty-four hours as their thoughts
turn constantly to food. That non-co-operating student whose
thoughts constantly turn to a Government school but who, out of
a sense of shame or some such reason, is only physically present
1 Sou of King Hansadhwaj of Champavati in the